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BOOK NOTICES 

The Century Dictionary. An Encyclopedic Lexicon of the English 
Language. 'Prepared under the superintendence of William Dwight 
Whitney, Ph.D., LL.D., Professor of Comparative Philology and 
Sanskrit in Yale University. In Six Volumes. Vol. I\_-VI~\. [Vig- 
nette.] Published by the Century Co. New York [/88p-pi]. 

Probably no one will care to challenge the statement that the 
Century Dictionary is the "most conspicuous literary monument of 
the nineteenth century." So vast an undertaking as the definition 
of upwards of 215,000 words, for such are its contents, would be, of 
course, quite beyond the learning and powers of any one man or, 
indeed, of any ordinary staff of literary men, and was only made 
possible by the aid of a corps of specialists selected for their intimate 
acquaintance with certain limited departments of knowledge. The 
corps of specialists who produced this great work numbered forty, 
and the labor covered a period of seven years. Quoting its own 
announcement, " The plan of ' The Century Dictionary ' includes 
three things : the construction of a general dictionary of the English 
language which shall be serviceable for every literary and practical 
use ; a more complete collection of the technical terms of the various 
sciences, arts, trades, and professions than has yet been attempted, 
and the addition to the definitions proper of such related encyclopedic 
matter, with pictorial illustrations, as shall constitute a convenient 
book of general reference." 

A casual glance at its pages reveals the fact that a very prominent 
place has been given to the biologic sciences, especially botany. 
To quote from its prospectus, " During the last quarter of a century 
there has been an extensive reorganization and variation of the 
former systems of classification, from which have come thousands of 
new names of genera, families, etc., and also a profound modifica- 
tion of biological conceptions, which has led both to new definitions 
of old words and to the coinage of many new words. A.11 these 
terms that are English in form, and for any reason worthy of record, 
have been included, and also as many of the new Latin names of 
classificatory groups as are essential to a serviceable presentation of 
zoology and botany. The selection of the new Latin names in 
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zoology has been liberal as regards the higher groups or families, 
orders, etc., whether now current or merely forming a part of the 
history of the science ; but of generic names only a relatively small 
number have been entered. Probably about 100,000 names of 
zoological genera exist, 60,000 at least having a definite scientific 
standing ; but the whole of them cannot, of course, be admitted 
into any dictionary. The general rule adopted for the inclusion of 
such names is to admit those on which are founded the names of 
higher groups, especially of families, or which are important for some 
other special reason or popular use, an established position in works 
of reference, the existence of species which have popular English 
names, etc." 

The science of anthropology has also received careful attention 
corresponding to the marked progress it has made of recent years. 
So great have been the changes of method and so rapid the increase 
of knowledge in certain of its branches, especially that of philology, 
that the science may almost be said- to be a new one, and hence to 
have a special claim for thorough treatment in a new dictionary. 
That this claim has been fully recognized will be understood when 
it is known that the anthropology of the volume, including ethnol- 
ogy and comparative philology, was selected for his own contribu- 
tions by the editor-in-chief, W. D. Whitney. In respect to the 
latter study especially, he is the foremost American student, and 
probably has no superior in the world. The department of ceramics, 
mediaeval archeology, and costumes fell to the hands of Mr. Rus- 
sell Sturgis, and Greek and Roman archeology to Thomas W. Lud- 
low, both of high authority in their special branches. 

Whatever place be assigned the Century Dictionary in comparison 
with others in regard to its functions as a general dictionary of the 
English language, it is facile princeps as regards the technical terms 
of the modern sciences. Moreover, the fullness with which terms 
are defined, the character of the information, and the profuse illus- 
trations really impart to it in no small degree the character of an 
encyclopedia. Indeed, if the scientific student must choose be- 
tween a dictionary and an encyclopedia, it is difficult to see how he 
can do without this seven-volume dictionary. 

Defects and shortcomings the Century Dictionary undoubtedly 
has, but, take it all in all, it possesses an inestimable value to seekers 
of information in all branches, and it is well-nigh indispensable to 
the scientific student and specialist. H. W. Henshaw. 
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Brazilian Ethnography. — A remarkable and extensive article 
was published last year by the explorer Dr. Paul Ehrenreich on the 
origin, distribution, and languages of the Brazilian Indians, who 
claims to have gained some decisive points toward a final settlement 
of this topic that had never been clearly looked into at a time when 
it was much easier than now to study the tribes of that distant re- 
gion. Though fully recognizing the great merits of Martius and of 
his predecessors and successors in Brazilian exploration, he acknowl- 
edges that to the two journeys of Dr. Karl von den Steinen (1884 
and 1888) to the head-waters of the Shingu, a southern affluent of 
the Amazon river, the solution of the most important problems is 
due. Making language the basis and foundation of all his deduc- 
tions, Ehrenreich believes that the Carib race had its most ancient 
homes, as far as traceable, on the Upper Shingu river and vicinity, 
where the Bakairi even now preserve its archaic linguistic forms, and 
that the Carib family has to be carefully distinguished from the 
Tupi family and its dialects. A clear distinction between the two 
is the conditio sine qua non for considering Brazilian ethnography in 
its correct aspect. The most extensive linguistic family in Brazil is 
that of the Maipure dialects, called Nu-Aruak by von den Steinen, 
and extending from the Middle Orinoco and the Rio Branco south 
to the Upper Paraguay and southwest to the Upper Purus, in the in- 
terior of Bolivia, where we find the important group of the Ipuiina 
and the Sirineri dialects of Maipure. A branch of this stock even 
extends along the Mamore and its affluents into southern Bolivia, 
where are spoken the Ba-ure and Mojo (Moxo), and east of there 
into Mato Grosso — dialects of the Kabishi, Pareci, and Mehinaku. 
From what is ascertained at the present time, Ehrenreich establishes 
nine linguistic stocks for the Brazilian territory, and represents them 
graphically on his colored ethnographic map : 

1. Tupi, including Guarani. 

2. Ges, pronounced Jes, Dches, in southern and eastern Brazil. 

3. Caribs, now mainly living north of the Amazon. 

4. Maipure or Nu-Aruak. 

5. Goitaka or Puri ; a few remains now surviving. 

6. Pano, on the Ucayali and the Madre de Dios. 

7. Miranha, north and south of the Yapura. 

8. Waikuru, on the middle course of Paraguay river. 

9. Karaya, on the Araguaya and the middle Shingu rivers. 
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No extract can give full justice to this important treatise, with its 
numerous results entirely new to science. Ethnographers have to 
study it themselves and ponder over it. It is entitled " Die Ein- 
teilung und Verbreitung der Volkerstamme Brasiliens nach dem 
gegenwartigen Stande unsrer Kenntnisse. Von Dr. Paul Ehren- 
reich." Dr. A. Petermann's Mitteilungen, 1891, pp. 81-90 and 
1 14-123, with colored ethnographic map. 

A. S. Gatschet. 



NOTES AND NEWS. 

Ninth International Congress of Americanists. — This con- 
gress will be held in the convent of Santa Maria de la Rabida, prov- 
ince of Huelva, from the seventh to the eleventh of October of the 
current year, under the protectorate of King Alphonso XIII of Spain, 
at the close of the congress of Orientalists, to take place in Alcazar 
de Seville. 

Great interest will attach to this congress of Americanists on ac- 
count of the fourth centennial of the discovery of America by Colum- 
bus. The subjects to be discussed are under the following heads : 
History, geography, archeology, anthropology, ethnology, lin- 
guistics, and paleography. 

I. — History and Geography. 

1. The origin of the name America. 

2. The history of the voyages of Columbus and his discovery of 
the New World. 

3 and 4. The influence of the arrival of Europeans upon the tribal 
organizations, social and political, of the North American Indians. 

5. Density of the aboriginal population. 

6. The law of diminution among indigenous populations. 

7. Do the latest discoveries at Ancon and elsewhere point to the 
existence of a race distinct from the Indians ? 

8. The recently found cartographic documents relative to the dis- 
covery of America. 

9. Chronology and geography of the periods of American history. 

10. Aboriginal materia medica. 

n. Aboriginal money and the mechanism of exchange. 
12. The Portuguese expedition authorized by King Alphonso V 
and John II. 



